Fact Sheet: Criminal Victimization of
People with Mental IlIness

Rates of criminal Preliminary results of a study of 1000 psychiatric aftercare patients in Chicago
victimization among show that a person with a serious mental iliness is more than 7 times more
people with mental likely to be the victim of any crime, including 9 times more likely to be the victim
illness are extremely of violent crimes, and 24 times more likely to be the victim of rape.’
high
Forty-four percent of 1800 homeless people with mental illness who participated
in a community treatment program were the victims of at least one crime during
the two months before entering the program.”
More than 8 percent of involuntarily admitted psychiatric inpatients released to
aftercare in a North Carolina study were the victims of violence, compared to 3
percent of the general population.”
Women with mental Women with mental illness are more likely to be victims of sexual assault as
illness who are adults than are men with mental iliness, according to a study of 100 psychiatric

victims of crime face inpatients.
particular challenges

Women face the risk of additional victimization along gender lines by service
providers: they may be discredited as witnesses, blamed for complicity, or not
taken seriously in their reporting of crimes perpetrated against them.”

Victimization can Adults abused during childhood are more than twice as likely to have at least
contribute to mental one lifetime psychiatric diagnosis.”

illness (in addition to
mental illness being a
risk factor for
victimization) and
substance abuse is Victimization of people with mental illness is strongly associated with substance
correlated to both of  abuse longitudinally — substance abuse is both a risk factor and may follow from

A i At i
these characteristics  Victimization.

lliness severity may both contribute to and be exacerbated by recent
victimization.”
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